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Preface

Those who have been in my Bible Classes through the years have heard me say, “When I write my commentary on Revelation, then you will know the answers.” While it was said in jest, there was behind the humor a seed planted in my mind.

I have taught Revelation in adult Bible classes on several occasions. I noticed that each time I would teach the material, I would see things that I had not noticed before, things that I had taught differently. As I studied more, read more commentaries, and taught more classes, I realized that my views were beginning to “gel” into a more logical form.

In the fall of 2000, I was asked if I would be willing to teach an adult Bible class on the book of Revelation. I started out just reviewing my notes and making comments to prepare for this class. Soon, I realized that I had written more than just some notes. I was writing a commentary. At that point I decided to chase the dream of writing a commentary and putting it into the hands of the church.

This book is the result of many hours of reading commentaries of all kinds (see the Bibliography for a complete list) and trying to find a consistent view toward the book of Revelation. This book is the result of this attempt.

· As I wrote this commentary I tried to establish the fundamental truths taught in this book of the Bible.

· I sought to determine the meaning of the symbols for those first century Christians who received and read this inspired book.

· I also endeavored to make applications from the principles of Revelation that would help Christians today.

· And, I made every effort to be consistent

As you read, study, understand the book and make application to your life, you will be blessed. (1:3)

COMMENTS:

As you read the text you will notice the following format:

· All Scripture references within Revelation are give with just chapter and verse, for example, a reference to Revelation 1:3 would be given as (1:3).

· The bold text of this commentary is the New King James Version. This is the version from which I preach and study.

· All quotations are cited with a “works cited” number followed by a comma and the page number. For example a quotation from Ray Summer’s book, Worthy is the Lamb, would be given as (2, 153). On the top of the Bibliography page is the Works Cited section. The number of each work is the first number used, followed by the page number.

It is my prayer that your study of Revelation will be deepened by this study.

Yours for the Truth,

Manly R. Luscombe
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