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Revelation 22

Introduction

Those who are faithful in the church will be rewarded with eternal life with God and with Jesus in Heaven. The preceding chapter describes the church, the holy city, the New Jerusalem. Now we move to view Heaven itself.

1. And he showed me a pure river of water of life, clear as crystal, proceeding from the throne of God and of the Lamb.

A. The water of life is symbolic of the gospel. Jesus promised that all who drink of this water would never thirst. (John 4:14)

B. The gospel of Jesus Christ comes form the throne of God in Heaven.

2. In the middle of its street, and on either side of the river, was the tree of life, which bore twelve fruits, each tree yielding its fruit every month. The leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations.

A. In the Garden of Eden, Adam and Eve had access to the Tree of Life. (Genesis 2:9) Eating of this tree would allow them to live a physical life forever. Now, the Tree of Life offers spiritual life for eternity.

B. What does the Tree of Life represent? I make two observations.

1) Christ is our Tree of Life. Christ is represented by several different symbols in the book of Revelation. He is the Lion of Judah, the Lamb of God, the Alpha and Omega, the morning star, and the Tree of Life. Each of these symbols, and several others, are used to emphasize a different aspect of our Lord.

2) This tree is in the church. This Tree of Life is present now – in the church. Notice these points. 

(1) The number 12 represents organized religion. This tree yields 12 fruits. As people obey the gospel the tree is producing fruit.

(2) The leaves were for the healing of the nations. If John is describing our eternal state in Heaven, how can it heal the nations? The nations will end when this world ends at the second coming. The healing of nations must take place while the nations still exist. The leaves of this tree represent the healing power of the gospel in individual lives and in the nations of the world.

(3) The Tree of Life is Christ. He is healing the nations. He is yielding fruit for God as people obey the gospel. This tree is described in Ezekiel 47:12.

C. Today, right now, we have access to the Tree of Life. We can drink of the water of life. We, the faithful Christians, are on this street (the narrow way that leads to life) and we have access to the water and tree.

3. And there shall be no more curse, but the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His servants shall serve Him.

A. It is clear to me that the curse was the curse of the Law of Moses. This law was one of sin and death. There was a curse on all under this law. Only by living a perfect life could one find righteousness. Christ came to earth, lived a perfect, sinless life, and removed the curse. (Galatians 3:23-26)

B. The throne of Jesus is in the hearts of Christians. (2 Corinthians 6:16) God promised to dwell in us, walk in us, and be our God.

C. When the Lamb of God is on the throne of our heart, we will serve Him. (7:15)

4. They shall see His face, and His name shall be on their foreheads.

A. There are two general views on the idea of us being able to “see His face.”

1) Some believe that this refers to when we are in Heaven and are with Jesus in a personal, face-to-face, able to see what is now invisible. (1 Corinthians 13:12)

2) I believe this is also to be understood in a symbolic way. When we sin we are separated from God. God hides his face from us. (Isaiah 59:2) But when we obey the gospel and are forgiven, we are restored to a face-to-face relationship with our God. He knows us and hears our prayers. (1 Peter 3:12)

B. Those who see His face are those who wear His name. They have the seal of God. The seal of God identifies them as His.

5. There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.

A. Jesus promised that those who walk in the light would never walk in darkness because we are in the light of Christ. (1 John 1:7; John 8:12)

B. We are also promised that we will reign forever. Certainly our presence with Christ will continue in eternity. But the reign is with Christ in His Kingdom. It is clear that at the second coming, Christ will turn over the kingdom to God. (1 Corinthians 15:24)

C. This fits what is stated in 20:4 about our living and reigning with Christ during the Christian Age.

6. Then he said to me, “These words are faithful and true.” And the Lord God of the holy prophets sent His angel to show His servants the things which must shortly take place.

A. The angel assures John that what he has seen is assured. It is true. It will happen. God keeps His promises. (2 Corinthians 1:20)

B. As we near the end of Revelation we are reminded of the promise at the beginning, these are things that MUST shortly come to pass. (1:1)

C. It is clear that the vision of Revelation was to begin shortly. It does not mean that all would be completed in a year or two. It does mean that they would begin to happen.

7. “Behold, I am coming quickly! Blessed is he who keeps the words of the prophecy of this book.”

A. Some try to argue that the angel and not Jesus spoke these words. In my view, it does not matter, because angels were messengers who spoke what was given them by Jesus.

B. Many find a difficulty with the term “shortly” when it has been 2,000 years since this promise was given. I believe there are two issues that must be discussed.

1) Meaning of “shortly” – In our understanding of time, measured in days, months and years, 2,000 years is a long time. We must remember that God does not work on our clock and calendar. A day is like a thousand years. There fore, to God, it has been a couple of days. No time at all.

2) Meaning of “coming” – Is this the second coming in which the world ends? Is this a promise of Jesus to come again and end the world, as we know it?
OR Could this coming be the coming in answer to prayers? Could it be that Jesus will come into the hearts of the obedient to give them protection and guide them providentially? The preceding verse promised that these were “things which must shortly take place.” I believe the “coming” here is the coming to work out the matters promised and predicted in this book.

8. Now I, John, saw and heard these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship before the feet of the angel who showed me these things.
9. Then he said to me, “See that you do not do that. For I am your fellow servant, and of your brethren the prophets, and of those who keep the words of this book. Worship God.”

A. As the vision comes to an end, John assures us that he has recorded what he saw and heard. John was there. Revelation is not a figment of John’s imagination.

B. John began to worship the angel who delivered the message. He is immediately told to arise. Angels are not to be worshipped. They worship and serve the same God we do. Angels are fellow servants. (See also 19:10)

10. And he said to me, “Do not seal the words of the prophecy of this book, for the time is at hand.

A. It is clear to me that John is told not close and seal this book. It is not God’s intention to record this vision and them keep it hidden and closed. God intended that the book be read publicly. (1:3)

B. Things will be starting to happen soon. God is ready to begin fulfilling these things.

11. He who is unjust, let him be unjust still; he who is filthy, let him be filthy still; he who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he who is holy, let him be holy still.”

A. There are several explanations of this verse. I think the key is to keep it in the context of the previous verse. Verse 10 told John not to seal the book. In the statement that follows God explains that there will be no change in those who read this book.

B. Woodruff states, “Those who are unjust will still be unjust; those who are filthy wil continue to be filthy; those who are righteous will remain righteous, and those who are holy will still be holy.” (1, 414)

C. Woodruff also comments, “Those who were unjust befor ethis revelation was given to John would still be unjust after is was given. The same would be true for those who were filthy, righteous, or holy. This revelation did nothing to change the way one renders obedience to God’s will.” (1, 414)

D. This book does not introduce a new plan of salvation. All who obey the gospel as taught in Acts and the epistles will be saved. God has not given a new message, a new method of salvation.

12. “And behold, I am coming quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give to every one according to his work.

A. Keep the faith. Remain faithful even in times of persecution. Here is the reason.

B. When Christ comes for the second time, he will bring the reward with him. You will be judged by the deeds done in your body, good or bad. (2 Corinthians 5:10)

C. When Christ comes again, this world and the things done in this life will end.

13. I am the Alpha and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last.”

A. Christ uses the same description at the beginning and the end of this book.

B. Alpha and Omega – are the first and last letters in the Greek alphabet. With our alphabet we would say, “Everything from A to Z.”

C. Beginning and end – Christ was before the beginning of creation. He will continue when this planet melts with fervent heat and the elements are burned up. (See 1:8)

14. Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

A. Again, similar statements were made at the beginning of the book. (1:3) The first of the “blessed” statements was to pronounce a blessing on all who read, heed and obey the commands of this book.

B. The obedient have the Tree of Life. The obedient are allowed to enter the city (the church). Heaven (the reward that Christ will bring) will be given to those who are in the holy city, the New Jerusalem.

15. But outside are dogs and sorcerers and sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever loves and practices a lie.

A. In the city are the obedient. Outside are all others.

B. John gives another short list similar to 21:8.

16. “I, Jesus, have sent My angel to testify to you these things in the churches. I am the Root and the Offspring of David, the Bright and Morning Star.”

A. Jesus explain that he sent his angel to reveal these things to the churches.

B. Jesus identifies himself as the Root and Offspring of David. Jesus was involved in the creation of man. Therefore, Jesus was the root, the origin, of David. In his earthly blood line, Jesus was of the offspring of David. Christ is both the origin and the descendent of David.

C. Jesus is also the bright and morning star.  The morning star is the bright star that can still be seen as the day dawns. Even though the sky has become light, this star is still visable.

17. And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take the water of life freely.

A. The door to the city is always open. The invitation to come to Christ is not closed here on earth.

B. Jesus stands at the door of our heart and knocks, waiting for us to open. (3:20) Jesus invites all to accept the invitation for salvation. (Matthew 11:28-30)

C. Are you thirsty? Jesus offers the water of life. Are you hungry? Jesus is the bread of life. Are you facing death? Jesus offers the Tree of Life. Are you weary? Jesus offers spiritual rest.

18. For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that are written in this book;
19. and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

A. NOTE: This warning is specific to the book of Revelation. However, similar statements are made elsewhere in the Scriptures. They are inspired of God. We, finite humans, do not have the knowledge or power to alter, revise, add to, take from, or substitute anything written here. (Deuteronomy 4:2; 12:32; Proverbs 30:6)

B. With the warning comes a promise. If you add to the things written here, God will add the plagues that are recorded in this book.

20. He who testifies to these things says, “Surely I am coming quickly.” Amen. Even so, come, Lord Jesus!

A. Again Jesus promises to come quickly. He knows that Christians are suffering. He will respond with speed and in accordance with the plan of God.

B. Just as Jesus promises to begin fulfilling the prophesies of this book, the prayer of the first century Christians was, “Come, Lord Jesus.”

C. In 1 Corinthians 16:22, Paul ends this letter to the church at Corinth with the word “Maranatha.” Maranatha is a transliteration of an idiomatic expression. This phrase means – Come now. Come quickly. I am ready, come and get me. This word was a common prayer of the persecuted church.

D. The implication of the prayer was to say –

1) Lord, I am tired of the suffering and pain.

2) Lord, I am ready for you to come and take me away from this evil world.

3) Lord, come with vengeance on these wicked persecutors.

4) Lord, come with love for your faithful servant.

5) Lord, come with your arms open for me.

21. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.

A. God will bless us as we read publicly this book.

B. God’s grace will shine on us as we listen, study and understand this book.

C. Christ will be with you as you obey the commands of this book.

D. Amen and Amen.
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